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November 22, 2019 
 
 
 
Jeff Hemphill, Chairman 
Lassen County Board of Supervisors 
221 South Roop Street, Suite 4 
Susanville, CA 96130 
 
Re: Estill Ranches LLC - Monitoring Update  

Groundwater Exportation Permit #2017-001 
 
Dear Mr. Chairman: 
 
This letter is to update the Board of Supervisors regarding Estill Ranches LLC groundwater 
exportation activity in 2019. On March 27, 2018, the Board adopted Resolution No.18-023 (attached) 
allowing Estill Ranches LLC to continue exportation of groundwater from property in Lassen County, 
California, to property in Washoe County, Nevada. The permit is valid for three water years and allows 
the export of 504.4 acre-feet annually (AFA) of groundwater from two points of diversion located 
within Lassen County’s portion of Surprise Valley to a point of use located in Washoe County’s 
portion of Surprise Valley (map attached). Both the points of diversion and the point of use (a pivot 
utilized to irrigate 129 acres) are owned by the Estill Ranch. The conditions of approval of 
Groundwater Exportation Permit #2017-001 require bi-annual monitoring, conducted by Department 
of Planning and Building staff, to occur prior to beginning seasonal extraction and no less than 72 
hours after seasonal extraction has ended. The monitoring plan requires the Department to measure 
groundwater elevations at the two points of diversion, and to read flow meters installed at both wells 
and on the pivot.  
 
Results from the 2019, 2018, 2017, and 2016 monitoring are summarized in the tables below (for 
comparison). As expected due to irrigation, the water table at both points of diversion (Well #1 and 
Well #2) had lowered at the time of the Fall 2019 site visit. However, the 285.559 acre-feet of water, 
measured by the flow meter at the Nevada pivot, is less than the allotment allowed under the permit. 
The 830.312 acre-feet pumped by Well #1 is within the rights of Estill Ranches, and was mainly used 
for irrigation within Lassen County.  
 

2019 Fall Meter Reading (AFA) Spring Depth to Water (ft) Fall Depth to Water (ft) 
Well #1 830.312 9.9 27.9 
Well #2 140.679 0 11.3 
Pivot 285.559 

 
2018 Fall Meter Reading (AFA) Spring Depth to Water (ft) Fall Depth to Water (ft) 

Well #1 1,032.1  23.11 45.3 
Well #2 384.14 2.9 15.3 
Pivot 362.75 
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Groundwater Exportation Permit #2017-001 
Estill Ranches, LLC 
Spring Site Visit – April 3, 2019 

SPRING 2019 Groundwater Level 
(feet to water) 

Meter Reading 
(acre feet x .001) 

Well #1 (011-040-03) 9.9 839,633 
Well #2 (011-080-02) 0 696,108 
NV Pivot N/A 239,111 

Well #1 Meter 

Well #2 Meter 

NV Pivot Meter 



Groundwater Exportation Permit #2017-001 
Estill Ranches, LLC 
Fall Site Visit – November 8, 2019 
 
 

Fall 2019 Groundwater Level 
(feet to water) 

Meter Reading 
(acre feet x .001) 

Well #1 (011-040-03) 27.9 669,945 
Well #2 (011-080-02) 11.3 836,787 
NV Pivot N/A 524,670 

 
Well #1 Meter 

 
 
Well #2 Meter 

 
 
NV Pivot Meter 
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