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RESOLUTION NO. ______________ 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS, COUNTY OF LASSEN, TO 

REZONE AND ENTER CERTAIN LANDS INTO AN AGRICULTURAL 

PRESERVE COMBINING DISTRICT AND AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF 

CONTRACT IMPOSING LIMITATIONS UPON USE OF SAID LANDS 

(FILE RZ#2017-004 and AA#2017-003, FREITAS FAMILY TRUST) 
 

 WHEREAS, the Freitas Family Trust as owner of certain agricultural lands 

located within the County of Lassen has applied or stated their intent to have the same 

placed into an agricultural preserve pursuant to law; and 

 

  WHEREAS, said owner desires to enter into a contract with the County of 

Lassen to limit the use of such land, in combination with adjacent lands currently in an 

Agricultural Preserve, pursuant to the Land Conservation Act of 1965; and 

 

 WHEREAS, establishment of agricultural preserves is categorically exempt from 

environmental review pursuant to Section 15317 of the California Environmental Quality 

Act; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Planning Commission, at its June 7, 2017, meeting, reviewed 

Rezone Application #2017-004 and recommended that the subject lands be rezoned from U-

C-2 to U-C-2-A-P (Resolution No. 6-04-17). 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Board of Supervisors hereby 

adopts the findings made by the Land Conservation Committee on May 22, 2017 and the 

findings made by the Planning Commission on June 7, 2017; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the lands hereinafter described in Exhibit 

“A” and attached hereto are hereby established by ordinance as an Agricultural Preserve 

pursuant to the California Land Conservation Act of 1965 and Lassen County Resolution 

12-050 (Policies and Procedures for Williamson Act), as amended; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Chairman of the Board of Supervisors of 

the County of Lassen is authorized and directs staff to execute a contract with the Freitas 

Family Trust, imposing limitations upon the use of agricultural lands Described in 

Exhibit “A” in manner and form annexed; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the County Recorder of the County of 

Lassen is authorized and directed to record this resolution, said contract and any 

associated documents, without charge. 
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RESOLUTION NO. ______________ 
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PASSED AND ADOPTED at a regular meeting of the Board of Supervisors of the 

County of Lassen, State of California, on the 26th day of September, 2017, by the 

following vote: 

 

 

AYES:             

 

 NOES:                  

 

 ABSTAIN:             

 

 ABSENT:                                                                

 

 

                                                                     

__________________________________________ 

Chairman of the Board of Supervisors 

                                                           County of Lassen, State of California 

 

 

 

Attest: 

JULIE BUSTAMANTE 

Clerk of the Board 

 

By: ____________________________________________                                   

        MICHELE YDERRAGA, Deputy Clerk of the Board 

 

 

I, MICHELE YDERRAGA, Deputy Clerk of the Board of the Board of Supervisors, 

County of Lassen, do hereby certify that the foregoing resolution was adopted by the said 

Board of Supervisors at a regular meeting thereof held on the 26th day of September, 

2017. 

 

 

      

Deputy Clerk of the County of Lassen Board of Supervisors 
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ORDINANCE NO. ________                 

(Freitas Family Trust) 

File: RZ#2017-004 

 

RECLASSIFYING CERTAIN LANDS IN THE UNINCORPORATED AREA OF THE 

COUNTY OF LASSEN AS TO ZONING REGULATIONS 

 

 The following ordinance, consisting of three sections, was duly and regularly passed and 

adopted by the Board of Supervisors of the County of Lassen, State of California, at a regular 

meeting of the Board of Supervisors held on the 26th day of September, 2017 by the following 

vote: 

 

 

AYES:  ________________________________________________________________ 

 

NOES:  ________________________________________________________________ 

 

ABSTAIN: ________________________________________________________________ 

 

ABSENT: ________________________________________________________________ 

  

 

       ___________________________________  

Chairman of the Board of Supervisors,  

  County of Lassen, State of California 

 

 

Attest: 

JULIE BUSTAMANTE 

Clerk of the Board 

 

By: ______________________________________ 

      MICHELE YDERRAGA, Deputy Clerk of the Board 

 

I, MICHELE YDERRAGA, Deputy Clerk of the Board of the Board of Supervisors, County of 

Lassen, do hereby certify that the foregoing ordinance was adopted by the said Board of 

Supervisors at a regular meeting thereof held on the 26th day of September, 2017.  

 

 

                                                ________________________________________________ 

 Deputy Clerk of the County of Lassen Board of Supervisors 
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THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF LASSEN, 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA DOES ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 

 

 

 SECTION ONE:    This ordinance shall take effect Thirty (30) days after its passage, and 

before the expiration of fifteen (15) days after its passage, a summary shall be published with the 

names of the members voting for and against the same, once in a local newspaper of the County 

of Lassen, State of California. 

 

 SECTION TWO:  The following described area, comprising a portion of the area 

depicted on Zoning Index Map Numbers 156, 157 and 174, is hereby rezoned from U-C-2 to U-

C-2-A-P, and the uses permitted therein shall be subject to the provisions and restrictions as set 

forth in Chapters 18.69, 18.82 and the General Provisions of Chapter 18.102, Lassen County 

Code.   

 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

 

The land referred to herein below is situated in the unincorporated area of the County of Lassen, 

State of California, and is described as follows: 

 

Parcel 1: 

 

In Township 31 North, Range 15 East, Mount Diablo Base and Meridian, according to the 

official plat thereof. 

 

Section 1:  Lots 1, 2, 3; the S ½ of the NE ¼; the SE ¼ of the NW ¼; and the SE ¼.   

 

Parcel 2: 

 

In Township 31 North, Range 15 East, Mount Diablo Base and Meridian, according to the 

official plat thereof. 

 

Section 12:  The NE ¼ of the NE ¼.  

 

In Township 31 North, Range 16 East, Mount Diablo Base and Meridian, according to the 

official plat thereof. 

 

Section 6:  Lot 7; and the SE ¼ of the SW ¼.  

 

Section 7:  Lot 1. 

 

In Township 32 North, Range 16 East, Mount Diablo Base and Meridian, according to the 

official plat thereof. 

 

Section 32:  The SE ¼ of the SE ¼.  
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ORDINANCE NO. ________                 
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Section 33:  The S ½ of the S ½. 

 

Section 34:  The SW ¼ of the SW ¼.  

 

Note: This legal description was obtained from a Lot Book Guarantee prepared by Chicago Title 

Insurance Company dated May 4, 2017. The Guarantee Number of said Lot Book Guarantee is  

FFHO-CTO170090L. 

 

The legal description shown above has also been used in that certain Grant Deed recorded as 

Document Number 2014-03674 of the Official Records of Lassen County, California. 

 

SECTION THREE:    If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, or phase of this 

ordinance is for any reason held to be unconstitutional and invalid, such decision shall not affect 

the validity of the remaining portion of this ordinance. The Board of Supervisors hereby declares 

that it would have passed this ordinance and every section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase 

thereof, irrespective of the fact any one or more sections, subsections, sentences, clauses or 

phrases be declared unconstitutional or invalid. 
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LASSEN COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 

REZONE STAFF REPORT 

June 7, 2017 

FILE NUMBERS: RZ 2017-004 

PROPERTY OWNER(S): Freitas Family Trust (Norbert & Alice Freitas) 

TYPE OF APPLICATION: Rezone  

GENERAL LOCATION: Litchfield 

ASSESSOR'S PARCEL NUMBER(S): 083-090-08, 083-100-06-11, 093-050-07,

093-050-16, 095-010-05

CURRENT ZONING: U-C-2 (Upland Conservation/Resource Management)

PROPOSED ZONING: U-C-2-A-P (Agricultural Preserve Combining District)

GENERAL PLAN DESIGNATION: “Extensive Agriculture” 

ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENT: Exempt (see discussion) 

ASSIGNED STAFF: Nancy McAllister, Natural Resources Technician 

________________________________________________________________________ 

AUTHORITY FOR APPLICATION: 

Lassen County Zoning Ordinance §18.124.010 et seq. (Procedure for Precise Zoning and 

Amendments). 

REGULATING AGENCIES:  Regulatory authority for the proposed use includes, but is not 

limited to the following agencies: 

Agency Required Permits / Approvals 

Lassen County Planning Commission Rezone Recommendation 

Lassen County Board of Supervisors  Rezone and Contract Approval 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: 

The applicant proposes to rezone 5 assessor’s parcels into an Agricultural Preserve Combining 

District, in order to facilitate an application for a new land conservation (Williamson Act) 

contract to encompass approximately 796 acres of noncontiguous land (see Exhibit “A”). 

After the Planning Commission has made a recommendation regarding the rezone, the Board of 

Supervisors will consider placing the subject properties into an agricultural preserve and entering 

the same lands into a Williamson Act Contract. This rezone application, if approved, would 

make the zoning consistent with that required by Lassen County Policies and Procedures for 

Williamson Act contracts (Resolution No. 12-050). 

The Williamson Act requires that contract lands be restricted to the production of food of fiber. 

In Lassen County, Williamson Act lands are so restricted through stipulations of the contract and 

through zoning by requiring inclusion into the “A-P” (Agricultural Preserve Combining District). 

1 10



PROJECT SITE CHARACTERISTICS: 

Soils information generated through the NRCS “Web Soil Survey” on May 9, 2017 demonstrates 

that the soil conditions at the project site fall just short of the requirements to enter Agricultural 

Preserve (100 acres of Class I soils or Class I equivalent soils). The NRCS Functional 

Classification at the site ranges from Class VI to Class VII (nonirrigated), with approximately 87 

acres of Class I equivalent soils.  

SOIL MAP AA #2017-003, FREITAS 

NRCS Soil Class Project Site Acres 
Acres Required for 
1 Acre of Class I 
Equivalent Soil 

Project Site Acres 
of Class I 
Equivalent Soil 

I 1 

II 1 

III 2 

IV 4 

V 6 

VI 114 6 19 

VII 680 10 68 

VIII 10 

TOTAL 87 

However, land adjacent to the project site includes 150 acres of Class VII soils, zoned U-C-A-P 

(Upland Conservation, Agricultural Preserve Combining District) and currently under 

Williamson Act contract. 
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SOIL MAP WITH ADJACENT “A-P” LAND 

NRCS Soil Class Project Site Acres 
Acres Required for 
1 Acre of Class I 
Equivalent Soil 

Project Site Acres 
of Class I 
Equivalent Soil 

I 1 

II 1 

III 2 

IV 4 

V 6 

VI 114 6 19 

VII 830 10 83 

VIII 10 

TOTAL 102 

As stipulated in Lassen County Code Chapter 18.82.010, the AP district classification is intended 

to be applied in combination with other appropriate districts to establish the precise boundaries 

of agricultural preserves and to provide such additional restrictions upon the use of land as are 

necessary to comply with provisions of law which are applicable to agricultural preserves (Ord. 

467 § 15, 1984). When the project site is considered in combination with the existing 

Agricultural Preserve Combining District, 946 acres of contiguous land are included, totaling 

approximately 102 acres of Class I equivalent soils; thus meeting the criteria specified in Board 

Resolution Number 12-050.  
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The proposed project meets the acreage requirements for a Williamson Act contract (over 400 

nonirrigated acres), as set forth in the adopted Board Resolution Number 12-050, and also meets 

soil requirements for entering into an agricultural preserve, utilizing over 100 acres of Class I 

equivalent land, when including the adjoining agricultural preserve, as allowed by Lassen 

County Zoning and Williamson Act provisions. 

NEIGHBORING PROPERTIES: 

Surrounding properties are zoned primarily U-C-2 (Upland Conservation/Resource 

Management), with several parcels zoned U-C-A-P (Upland Conservation, Agriculture Preserve 

Combining District) and E-A (Exclusive Agriculture), and are predominately used for 

agriculture, grazing and open space. Surrounding properties range from about 40 to 640 acres. 

GENERAL PLAN: 

The subject lands and surrounding properties are located within the area designated by the 

Lassen County General Plan, 2000 as "Extensive Agriculture.” The Lassen County General 

Plan, 2000, Agriculture Element, includes the following policies and goals: 

AG-1 POLICY: The County recognizes that land having the physical characteristics (e.g., soil) 

for production of agricultural crops and livestock is a resource of significant value which needs 

to be protected for its economic value, its contribution to the character of the community, and its 

environmental and scenic values. 

GOAL A-2: Maintain area plan policies and related land use and resource management 

decisions which support the agricultural policies of the Agriculture Element. 

AG-15 POLICY: The County supports the consideration of innovative ways to maintain the 

economic viability of productive agricultural lands, subject to the unique circumstances of each 

area. Measures may include use of land conservation contracts (e.g., Williamson Act contracts), 

land banks, transfer of development rights, voluntary conservation easements, and use of buffer 

areas between agricultural lands and developing areas. 

Implementation Measures: 

AG-G: The County will continue to implement the Williamson Act and utilize land 

conservation contracts for qualifying lands 

AG-H: The County may place lands in the "A-P", Agricultural Preserve Combining 

District, to establish the precise boundaries of agricultural preserves and to provide such 

additional restrictions upon the use of land as are necessary to comply with provisions of 

las which are applicable to agricultural preserves. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENT: 

This project is categorically exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), 

under Section 15317 (Class 17) of the CEQA Guidelines, which exempts establishment of 

agricultural preserves, the making and renewing of open space contracts under Williamson Act, 

or the acceptance of easements or fee interests in order to maintain the open space character of 

the area from the provisions of CEQA. 

FINDINGS and/or RECOMMENDATIONS BY LCC:  

On May 22, 2017, the Land Conservation Committee found that the project site meets the 

minimum qualifications to be offered a Williamson Act contract.  The LCC recommended that 

the Board of Supervisors approve the rezone and that they offer the applicant a Williamson Act 

Contract.  
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RESOLUTION NO.___________ 

RESOLUTION OF THE LASSEN COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 

RECOMMENDING THAT THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS APPROVE REZONE 

APPLICATION #2017-004, AND ADOPT AN ORDINANCE EFFECTING THE 

REZONE. 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission of Lassen County, after due notice, has 

considered Rezone Application #2017-004, filed by Freitas Family Trust, to enter five 

parcels of land within Lassen County, totaling approximately 796 acres, into an 

Agricultural Preserve Combining District, in order to facilitate an application for a new 

land conservation (Williamson Act) contract; rezone of said lands is from U-C-2 (Upland 

Conservation/Resource Management) to U-C-2-A-P (Agricultural Preserve Combining 

District). 

After the Planning Commission has made a recommendation in regard to the 

rezone, the Board of Supervisors will consider placing the subject properties into an 

agricultural preserve and entering the same lands into a Williamson Act Contract. This 

rezone application, if approved, would make the zoning consistent with that required by 

Lassen County Policies and Procedures for Williamson Act contracts (Resolution No. 12-

050); and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors will consider the placement of the subject 

property into an Agricultural Preserve and entering of this land into a Williamson Act 

Contract at a future date; and 

WHEREAS, the Land Conservation Committee has determined that the subject 

lands meet the minimum qualifications to be placed into an agricultural preserve; and 

WHEREAS, the Environmental Review Officer of the County of Lassen has 

determined that this proposal is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act 

under Section 15317, class 17 of the Guidelines. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS: 

1. The foregoing recitals are true and correct.

2. The Planning Commission finds as follows:

a. That rezoning the subject parcels from “U-C-2” to “U-C-2-A-P” is

consistent with the “Extensive Agriculture” land use designation and all

applicable goals and policies set forth in the Lassen County General Plan.

b. The proposed project is exempt from the provisions of the California

Environmental Quality Act under Section 15317, class 17, of the

Guidelines.
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RESOLUTION NO._________ 

c. The project site is physically suitable for the uses allowed within the

“A-P” District.

d. The rezoning of the subject properties to “U-C-2-A-P” will not adversely

affect the health, welfare, and safety of the public.

Based on the foregoing, the Planning Commission hereby makes the following 

recommendations to the Lassen County Board of Supervisors: 

1. That the Board of Supervisors adopt findings (a) through (d) as set forth

above.

2. That the Board of Supervisors approve Rezone Application #2017-004 and

adopt an ordinance rezoning the subject properties from “U-C-2” to

“U-C-2-A-P”.

PASSED AND ADOPTED at the regular meeting of the Planning Commission of the 

County of Lassen, State of California, on the 7
th

 day of June, 2017, by the following vote:

AYES:______________________________________________________________ 

NOES:______________________________________________________________ 

ABSTAIN:__________________________________________________________ 

ABSENT:___________________________________________________________ 

_________________________ 

Chairman 

Lassen County Planning Commission 

ATTEST: 

__________________________ 

Maurice L. Anderson, Secretary  

Lassen County Planning Commission 
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RESOLUTION NO.___________ 

RESOLUTION OF THE LASSEN COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 

RECOMMENDING THAT THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS DISAPPROVE 

REZONE APPLICATION #2017-004. 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission of Lassen County, after due notice, has 

considered Rezone Application #2017-004, filed by Freitas Family Trust, to enter five 

parcels of land within Lassen County, totaling approximately 796 acres, into an 

Agricultural Preserve Combining District, in order to facilitate an application for a new 

land conservation (Williamson Act) contract; rezone of said lands is from U-C-2 (Upland 

Conservation/Resource Management) to U-C-2-A-P (Agricultural Preserve Combining 

District). 

After the Planning Commission has made a recommendation in regard to the 

rezone, the Board of Supervisors will consider placing the subject properties into an 

agricultural preserve and entering the same lands into a Williamson Act Contract. This 

rezone application, if approved, would make the zoning consistent with that required by 

Lassen County Policies and Procedures for Williamson Act contracts (Resolution No. 12-

050); and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors will consider the placement of the subject 

property into an Agricultural Preserve and entering of this land into a Williamson Act 

Contract at a future date; and 

WHEREAS, the Land Conservation Committee has determined that the subject 

lands meet the minimum qualifications to be placed into an agricultural preserve; and 

WHEREAS, the Environmental Review Officer of the County of Lassen has 

determined that this proposal is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act 

under Section 15317, class 17 of the Guidelines. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS: 

1. The foregoing recitals are true and correct.

2. The Planning Commission finds as follows:

a. That rezoning the subject parcels from “U-C-2” to “U-C-2-A-P” is

inconsistent with the “Extensive Agriculture” land use designation and all

applicable goals and policies set forth in the Lassen County General Plan.

b. The proposed project is exempt from the provisions of the California

Environmental Quality Act under Section 15317, class 17, of the

Guidelines.
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RESOLUTION NO._________ 

c. The project site is not physically suitable for the uses allowed within the

“A-P” District.

d. The rezoning of the subject properties to “U-C-2-A-P” will adversely

affect the health, welfare, and safety of the public.

Based on the foregoing, the Planning Commission hereby makes the following 

recommendations to the Lassen County Board of Supervisors: 

1. That the Board of Supervisors adopt findings (a) through (d) as set forth

above.

2. That the Board of Supervisors disapprove Rezone Application #2017-004 and

not adopt an ordinance rezoning the subject properties from “U-C-2” to

“U-C-2-A-P”.

PASSED AND ADOPTED at the regular meeting of the Planning Commission of the 

County of Lassen, State of California, on the 7
th

 day of June, 2017, by the following vote:

AYES:______________________________________________________________ 

NOES:______________________________________________________________ 

ABSTAIN:__________________________________________________________ 

ABSENT:___________________________________________________________ 

_________________________ 

Chairman 

Lassen County Planning Commission 

ATTEST: 

__________________________ 

Maurice L. Anderson, Secretary  

Lassen County Planning Commission 
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