Draft US 395 Transportatien Concept Report

Car talk: Caltrans Cotlects Comments to Improve a High Desert Highway — anewscafe.com

It actually slices through four states—California, Nevada, Oregon and Washington—serving as a route for
goods movement, commuters and vacationers: some 1,300 miles that can be traversed at highway speeds

in 23 hours.

At night—especially warm summer evenings when the stars are out full-bore—you can have that all-

i American road-trip experience: windows down, freedom flying in your hair. Unless you're listening to

E Coast-to-Coast AM radio show with George Noory. Then the dark side emerges: You suddenly realize—the
highway is great place for an alien abduction.

The old railroad water tank in Madeline on Highway 395 is @ landmark
Jor travelers. Photo by Hal Silliman. Lo

In the northern part of California’s Outback, Highway 395 runs 203 miles, through Lassen and Modoc
counties and a snippet of Sierra County. The state highway office is now studying the route to create a 20-

year plan to make improvements. Caltrans District 2 officials are currently holding workshops—four are

http://anewscafe.com/20 17/05/30/car-talk-caltrans-collects-comments-to-improve-a-high-desert-highway/[6/ 1 2/2017 8:16:19 AM]
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planned—in cities along the road—seeking citizens’ comments.

Two Caltrans transportation planners, Trina Blanchette and Laura Rose, were recently dispatched to
Aluras for one of the workshops, held in the city council chambers that had been decorated with aerial
images of sections of Highway 395. To loosen tongues, the duo also brought a pan of homemade brownies

for folks to munch on.

The workshop attended by 15 local residents—including elected and agency officials—was chockfull of
happily-relayed comments as the group studied the road, north from near Susanville to New Pine Creek, at
the California-Oregon border. In the workshop, three basic questions were asked: What works well? What

works not-so-well? Flow can it be improved?

As Blanchette said, “We want to hear your ideas about the route—since you travel it a Jot.”

A windmill south of Madeline on Highway 395 reminds motorists that
agriculture still thrives in the high desert. Photo by Hel Silliman.

After collecting public comments and doing other information gathering and analysis, Blanchette said

Caltrans plans to issue a final “transportation concept report” in December.
“We'll identify potential improvements to make along the route,” she said.

Between Susanville and New Pine Creek, Highway 395 more or less parallels the old Nevada-California-
Oregon railroad line—originally a narrow-gauge railroad that has gone through numerous owners since
track was laid over a century ago and that helped establish now decayed towns like Litchfield, Ravendale,
Termo and Madeline.

hitp://anewscafe. com/2017/05/30/car-talk-caltrans-collects-comments-to-improve-a-high-desert-highway/[6/12/2017 8:16:19 AM]
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. : sl
Ghost towns are still in the making along Highway 395. Photo by Hal -
G LR Silliman, BEREIEE

Only the small settlements of Likely and Davis Creek—along with the busy. Modoc County seat Alturas—

remain with going businesses. And the basic fact that Highway 395 in these parts is truly a lonely road puts
a premium on safety, services, information and way-finding needed by travelers—evident from the
consensus of comments made during the hour-long meeting. Among improvements needed, according to

the locals are:

= Consistent width to the roadway in parts north of Alturas. The road widens and constricts and widens

again, without notice, and this is a hazard for motorists.

» More web-accessible cameras to show highway conditions—especially at the higher elevation
mourtain passes like Sugar Hill north of Davis Creek, and Sage Hen Summit, south of Likely.

w Signs that denote what services are available and where.

w The old-fashion “cinders” used on icy spots—rather than whatever Caltrans is using nowadays.

= Rest stops with bathrooms that have water—not the smelly “vault” toilets—and are open year-round.
There is only one rest stop in 203 miles—chernical toilets located on a downgrade that’s not very safe,
participants said. '

® Warnings for motorists that they are passing through “open range”—where the cows have the right-of-
way. "People hit them and have died,” noted one participant.

= Signs that indicate where people can access the rail trail—the alignment of the NCO Railroad from
Susanville to near Likely that has been turned into recreation asset.

a In Alturas, 25 MPH signs through downtown, as traffic has a tendency forget the speed lmit.

# Red zones at downtown Alturas intersections so it's easier for cross traffic to see oncoming autos on
the highway.

s More pedestrian-activated crossing signals and well-marked crosswalks. These could even be solar

http:/fanewscafe. com/2017/05/30/car-talk-calirans-collects-comments-to-improve-a-high-desert-highway/[6/12/2017 8:16:19 AM]
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powered as in other parts of the state.

One little bit of information eeked out—from a participant and was augmented by Caltrans staff: Ther
Jongstanding plan to transform the Highway 395 alignment from the Arizona-Mexico border to the

Washington-Canada border into a super highway akin to Interstate 5. It even has a name: I-11

“Not going to happen in our lifetime,” was the general consensus from the group. Still, the idea ofafu
hore interstate knifing through Eastern California creates wild surmise, and Blanchette said she will
include a notation about I-11 that “the proposal is out there” in the new report being created. A draft ¢

report will be available by fall 2017 here.

H.A. Silliman is a freelance writer and communications consultant. He served as the VP of
Communications for the San Jose Silicon Valley Chamber of Commerce and holds a B.A. from the
University of the Pacific and an M.A. from Sacramento State University.

H.A. Silliman is a freelance writer and communications consultant. He served a.
VP of Communications for the San Jose Silicon Valley Chamber of Commerce an
holds a B.A. from the University of the Pacific and an M.A. from Sacramento Sic
University.
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9/19/2017

Characteristics of US 395 LS 395 in District 2

o Goes through 4 states: California, ; : « Goes through Sierra, Lassen and
Nevada, Oregon and Washington ; ‘ Modec Counties

« 1,300 miies long = 203 miles long (3 in Sierra, 140 in

S £ i fassen, 5o in Modoc County)

= Serves many purposes: : :
» Recreational travel
= Goeds movement

« Commuter route

+ Serves many purposes:
= Goods movement

= Cornmuter route
» Recreational route

US 395 in District 2

US 295 has different characteristics, depending on location

1. Oregon State Line
to Alturas

What works well?

What works notrso~waell?

How can i be improved?

Alturas Alturas to the Qregon siate
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Alturas (South)

Madeline

9/19/2017

3. US 395 FROM
ALTURASTOTHE SR 36
JUNCTION

Vithat works well?
What works not-soswell?

How can it be improved?

Ravendale
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US 305 at County Road Azg (Herlong Junction)

Janesville

US 305 Communities and Intersections from
Doyle to the Nevada State Line

Doyle Red Rock Road meww%_._j Nevada State Line

|US 305 at County Road A26 (Garnier Road)
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. Draft US 395 Transportation Concept Report

US 395 SUMMARY OF COMMENTS

This section contains a summary of comments received during the public outreach period for the
US 395 TCR. Below is a list of acronyms used within the section.

Acronyms:

ADA — Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990
CAMUTCD - Califernia Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices
CCTV — Closed-Circuit Television

CHP - California Highway Patrol

CMS — Changeable Message Sign

CR - County Road

FCI - Federal Correctional Institution

HAR — Highway Advisory Radio

HWY — Highway

ITS — Intelligent Transportation System

LAS — Lassen

LCTC ~ Lassen County Transportation Commission

I @%m Modoc Copnph gg@@@gﬁgtmn Commissiomi:

z;ig

--Page 112.0f.209




Draft US 385 Transportation Concept Report

SUMMARY OF COMMENTS — LASSEN COUNTY TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION
US 395 Transportation Concept Report

Existing Conditions

Traffic and Passing

+ From 4-6 PM, there is significant commute activity along the route: to and from SIAD, the
prisons, Susanville and Reno.

« The speed differential (55 mph for trucks, 65 mph for vehicles) impacts operations and
increases the demand for passing.

« Some drivers are unfamiliar with the route and there are many recreational travelers.

. Long flat stretches with heat waves in the summer and dips in highway may be
problematic for passing decision-making. Drivers might be using poor judgment.

« The LCTC’s primary concerns are traffic violations and user safety.

Goods Movement on US 395
. US 395in Lgsseén County is identified as a ma or truck route on the National Highway

I M

ipment, h haul, oversized,
elivery and wide load.
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= Reno is a major distribution hub.

+  Sometimes incidents, work zones, farm vehicles, pedestrians, etc. can impede efficient
flow of freight on the existing two-lane facility.

« Termo-Grasshopper Road is a cutoff for trucks because it is shorter than continuing to
Alturas, then heading west on SR 299. Wear and tear on county roads adds cost {o the
county.

« CR A3 in Janesville is also used as a cutoff for trucks.

Other Comments on Existing Conditions

«  US-395 serves as an alternative to the -5 corridor. This past winter, when 1-5 was closed,
US 395 was used as an alternative. Also when 1-80 is closed, US 385 is sometimes an
alternative.

+ Along some sections, the pavement is in poor condition.
» There is demand for park and ride facilities along the route.

» There is no alternative location during the current closure of the Honey Lake Valley
Roadside Rest Area.

« US 395 is sometimes impacted by inclement weather such as snow, ice and/or high
winds.

Page 113.01.209..
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Suggestions for US 395

1

Lassen County’s 2012 RTP identifies the long-term vision of the route as a four-lane
expressway from SR 70 to SR 36.

Four lanes would improve operations and reduce the need for passing to occur into the
opposing lane.

There is economic benefit to having four lanes. It will create opportunities for this area.
“Every person in the County wants four lanes.”
We want four lanes. We've just been waiting for Caltrans to do it.

There have been discussions about four lanes since 1970s/1980s. The “turn on headlight
section” was implemented in the meantime. Now it's 40 years later and we still need four
lanes. Headlights are not a sufficient solution.

Don’t wait another 20 years. Expansion needs to happen sooner than 20 years from now.

Four lanes has been the concept for a long time, is this plan really going to make a
difference?

 four lanes

AR i

Provide accommodations for cross traffic (agricultural, pedestrian and vehicle) in rural
communities along the route,

We want more park and rides, and we want Calfrans to pay for it".

Well-lit parking areas for freight trucks to “over-night” during periods of inclement weather
are needed.

Provide 24-hour, ADA-accessible alternative locations when roadside rest areas are
closed.

Local, county and regional agencies are the responsible parties for park and rides. They pariner with Caltrans

for right-of-way and encroachment permits.

- Page 114 0of 209 .- ...
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SUMMARY OF COMMENTS — LASSEN COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
MEETING
TUESDAY, JUNE 13, 2017
US 395 Transportation Concept Report

The folfowing is a summary of comments made by county supervisors and county staff.

+ The speed differential between cars and trucks creates a conflict.

» Thank you for holding a workshop in Janesville. This area serves as a bedroom
community to Reno. It would help tremendously if it was four lanes. It would help make
the County prosper.

+ There are vehicle vs. game animal conflicts along US 395. Consider preventive measures
such as fences or over- or under- passes. The presence of deer is most pronounced
during migration periods.

+ US 3095 is the most direct route for commerce. Expanding it to four lanes would be ideal.
if four lanes are not possible, then adding passing lanes would be necessary.

*  Honey Lake Rest Area and Secret Valley RestArea are both closed rlght now. Try not :
o | : g & asthere arellong ! 1

R 70jlun(ct|on orneart

pinterest in making the
iBers have expressed
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SUMMARY OF COMMENTS — ALTURAS PUBLIC WORKSHOP

MONDAY, MAY 15, 2017
US 395 Transportation Concept Report

General Comments

Rest Areas and Truck Parking

+ There are long stretches between Susanvilie and Alturas and between Lakeview and
Alturas without a designated place for fire service trucks, other trucks or passenger
vehicles to rest.

+ Truck parking used to occur in the veterans park but it is no longer open.
« After 10pm, no truck parking facilities are available.
* There is a rest area near Madelaine Plains.

+ Provide real rest stops — With running water and power, keep heated in the winter, and
keep them open year-round. Include truck parking so that trucks won't park in Alturas
business’ parking lots™.

. about halfway between Lake\new§
the area near th ‘i@‘iéaort in Rave

élggn in Alturas.! o
Note: There is a HAR sign and ﬂasher north of Alturas at the Maintenance Station in both
directions of travel (MOD 23.7). There is no RWIS in Alturas. There is a possible fufure
CCTV at the SR 299/US 395 Junction (MOD 22.8). There is an existing HAR flasher for
both directions of fravel at the south end of Alturas (MOD 20.9). There are possible future
CMSs facing southbound traffic north of Alturas and south of Affuras (MOD 27.1 and 20.9).
In northern Lassen County, there are possible future RWIS elements al Termo (LAS 115.2)
and Sage Hen (LAS 133.3). There is also a possible future CCTV for Sage Hen Summit
(LAS 133.3).

» Provide better traveler information from Madelaine (LAS 129.3) to Susanville (LAS R61.1)
to show weather.

»  Would like advanced warning for icy conditions because there is sometimes ice in the

1 According to the state’s Joint Economic Development Plan for Rest Areas, funding constraints currently
prevent consideration of new rest areas thaf are not located on the major interstate highways, including interstates 5,
10, 15, 40 and 80. Rest areas in remote areas are targefs for crime and vandalism. The department's goal is to provide
a safe, clean, accessible and economical faciiity. These areas make it difficulf to balance the goals of the program.

2 Many of the oider rest areas in higher altitude areas such as the one near Burney do nof have the capability
of operating during the winter due fo the freezing femperatures and winfer conditions. Major rehabilitation of the waler,
electrical and septic systems would be needed.

3 Public input is welcome for specific focations. New locations are based on TMC operational needs, mainfenance
needs and public input.
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Madeline Plains area (LAS 112.0-130.0)%

» Provide additional CCTV elements between Susanville and Oregon that the public can
view on their phones. Suggested locations include Sage Hen Summit (LAS 133.3) and in
the Sugar Hill area (MOD 47.0-50.0).

- US 395 in Oregon is designated and signed at the border as “The Oregon Outback
Scenic Byway.” Install a sign telling SB travelers from Oregon that US 395 into California
is the scenic byway known as “The Emigrant Trails Scenic Byway™?

+  Appreciate the radar feedback speed sign before the Litchfield School (LAS 73.2) — it
works well. It slows people down.

Limited Services
+  Would like emergency call boxes along highway between Litchfield and Alturas.

+ Likely Mountain cuts off some cellular reception on US 385 in Likely, depending on
carrier. Able to receive some radio station signals.

« No services south of Likely (MOD 3.0) for the next 70+ miles. There should be a sign at
the north end of Likely warning southbound travelers, rather than at the south end, so

they have a? nity to get fuel or other services before e)g(ij%in town
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+  Would appreciate warhing signs for different conditions

> Signs for icy conditions, such as north and south of Fitzhugh Creek Road (MOD 11.9
and MOD 13.1).

= Curves at bridges (MOD R19.6 and 26.2) and north and south of Fitzhugh Creek Road.

« Heading southbound in Litchfield (LAS 72.9), US 395 curves left, while county road A27
goes straight. it would be helpful to install chevrons or warnings at curve. Currently,
two 40 mph curve waming signs are installed along both sides of the highway facing
southbound traffic and three chevron signs.

« US 395 has an inconsistent width. It seems to be narrower at the top of passes and
wider at lower elevations. Recommend consistent lane widths from Canada to Southern
California especially in Modoc County.

+  MCTC staff suggested installing guard rails in the Goose Lake curve/ Sugar Hill area
(MOD 47.0-51.0).

4 An ice detection and warning systern is not currently planned for that area. In general it is difficulf fo detect
and warn motorists over that long of a strefch. Studies researching the effect of driver behavior for fong distance ice-
detection systems are limited; anecdotal evidence says they aren't very effective. If there are recurring problems at
very specific areas, generally less than 1-mile in length, an icy curve warning system is an option. We have been
involved in research that concludes these site specific systems do reduce incidents.
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» North and south of the north junction with SR 299 (MOD 28.3), the speed limit is 65 mph.
Vehicles turning onto US 395 are accelerating from zero, if headed southbound, and from
a slow speed if headed northbound. Vehicles traveling at 65 mph on US 395 come up on
them gquickly. Slowing down traffic on US 395 at SR 299 might be appropriate.

> A couple of meeting participants mentioned a roundabout, but most were opposed to
having a roundabout at the SR 299 junction.

I-11

«  Would be opposed to I-11 in this area because it would have impacts to the small town
lifestyle. Very opposed to it going straight through the center of town.

+ Other concerns about -1 include impacts to public lands and wildlife.
* The east side of the Warner Mountains would be a better option, and more economical.

Speeds through Communities

» Concerned that monitoring speed will result in a higher posted speed limit. Recommend
that speed is not monitored if there is risk of raising the posted limit.

. Malntam speed no high rthan 25 mph through communities. Do not aflow to go hi
i i AR Ei%i%&%é

"129.1 and -3@ b 3.1).
» Install cattle warning signs to inform drivers that the area around Madeline Plains (LAS

117.4-131.0) is open range and siow them down. There is an open range sign facing NB
traffic at LAS 115.5.

Alturas
Slow speeds down in Alturas

+ Make the speed limit sighs more visible on Main Street.

* Need more speed limit signs. Post a 25 mph sign every 2-3 city blocks to remind drivers
to slow down. Also, people not familiar with the area are not seeing the existing speed
limit signs.

» Railroad overpass (MOD R20.8) should have a 25 mph sign in a visible Iocatlon (current
location is not very visible).

- Good locations for speed limit signs would be in the vicinity of the grammar school,
Alturas elementary schools, and the high school (MOD 22.6) on Main Street.

+ Upgrade the school signs to the fluorescent high visibility color.
* NB and SB radar feedback signs are recommended fo help slow speeds.
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Bicycles and Pedestrians in Alturas

«  There should be more bicycle and pedestrian education in the schools and for drivers.
School kids and drivers are not always aware of the rights and responsibilities of bicycles
and pedestrians.

+ There are fewer bicycles along Main Street in the summer because school is not in
session.

« Improve visibility of bicycles and pedestrians for drivers. Lots of bicycle and pedestrian
activity along Main Street due to proximity of schools.

+ Consider the following bicycle and pedestrian features at all Main Street intersections and
concenfrations of pedestrians near schools:

»  Thermoplastic decorative treatment in crosswalks, bulb-outs at corners, stop signs, and
solar-powered motion-detection bicycle/ pedestrian beacons.

s One example of a actuated pedestrian beacon in Colusa was shown to Caltrans
representatives at the workshop (see picture below):

- Examples of other locations in California with successful pedestrian beacons are in
Redding near the Enterprise High School and in the old town of San Dimas (it is solar-
powered and activated through motion detection of bikes and pedestrians and lights
the crosswalk).

»  New street lights were installed in Alturas. It is too bright and now the pedestrians don’t
stand out. The street lights are so bright it looks like an airport runway.

« Make Main Street two lanes with a center turn lane and bike lane or bike path, like Los
Molinos. Back in the 1920s, Main Street was two lane with angled parking in the middle.

Lake Railway Crossing in the Center of Town (MOD 22.5)
+  Various crossing elements are frequently broken, for example, the lights or the arm.

+ Trains pass through about twice per week to and from l.akeview, Oregon (fown in Oregon
about 15 miles north of the stafe line).
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Alturas — Other

M
:

Alturas Community Events

o Like using Main Street for community events and parades. Would like to have parades
onh entire road, not just one lane. Keep the ability to hold events and the ability to detour
around the events. Bear this in mind if changes are made to US 395 (for example, if 1-11
is constructed through town). '

o  Decorating Caltrans frucks and having them participate in the Christmas parade was

popular with the community. Caltrans should do it again. Geod for public relations.

Create snow recovery areas because the current process results in stacking of snow in
the middle of the road, which can make it difficulf to see the lane striping.

There is a high proportion of government employees in the Alturas area: USFS, Cal Fire,
High School and seasonal employees. On Fridays, many public employees do not work
and there is a noticeable decrease in traffic on roadways.

The times when a signal might be needed on Main Street are on weekdays at 8AM, noon
and 4PM.

At the cross
ain Street,3

w

treets in Alturas, drivers can’t see onto Main Street until they edge out onto

mﬁgﬁ@%gﬁ%@t 1st Street (MO 1).

iy

i
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SUMMARY OF COMMENTS — DOYLE PUBLIC WORKSHOP

WEDNESDAY, MAY 24, 2017
US 395 Transportation Concept Report

Existing Conditions
Passing/Speed

The differential speed limit of 55 mph for trucks and 65 mph for other vehicles results in
getting stuck behind trucks and drivers violating passing laws. It is a public health issue.

CHP receives muitiple calls daily about drivers near Herlong and Doyle. There is only one
CHP unit for this area.

Some community members expressed that they did not feel comfortable passing within
some sections currently striped for passing.

Many drivers make poor passing decisions.

When the workshop participants were asked, who had at some point been passed by a
vehicle passing on a double or single solid yellow line on US 395, every person in the
room raised their hand.

Shoulders have:| i
Ityations w ?ﬁ%ﬁ%@

.....

as belo ere could be dqu'

street name signs below the yeﬂBmf tersection s:gn)

- Scott Road (LAS R15.97) — Road heads west from US 395, In the southbound direction,
there is a right turn pocket. In the northbound direction, there is no left turn pocket. No
sign for the road.

> North end Constantia (LAS R23.1) — left turn lane should be lengthened and widened.
Road enters and exits US 395 along the west side of the highway. The north connection
has left and right turn pockets in both directions. The southem connection (LAS R17.4)
has a right turn pocket, but no left turm pocket and the sign is very small.

o Southern Connection Riverview Drive (LAS R24.8) — No signage in the northbound or
southbound direction. Road enters and exits US 395 along the east side of the highway.

o Laver Crossing (LAS 26.6) — Has no left turn pocket. Community members wanting to
turn left onto Laver Crossing from southbound US 395 sometimes pull over on the right
shoulder to wait for traffic behind them to pass. The speeds approaching them from
behind are very high. Disappointed that reflectors and other features residents installed
at the intersection were removed. (Road heads east from US 395).

= Qld Highway at top of hill Cowboy Joe Road (LAS 28.5 - Road to Bernice, also called
CR 342). Road heads west from US 395. Skewed infersection focated at the end of the
southbound passing lane. No turn pockets.
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> A-26 (LAS 29.8, Gamnier Road- south entrance to SIAD/FCI Herlong} — Lengthen the
right turn pocket (coming down the hill}. Drivers turning southbound onto US 395 from
A-26 jump into the left turn lane to start passing. Road heads east from US 395.

+ The sign facing northbound traffic for Doyle Loop should be located further back to
provide more time to slow down for the turn (LAS R23.1).

Weather
« Improve culvert cleaning in the Leavitf Lake area to prevent ditches flooding into Leavitt
Lake.
*  Winds'

> High winds in the Doyle area.
- High winds can blow trucks over. They might tip over into the oncoming lane.
< Highway should get closed before trucks tip over.

* When thinking about expanding the highway, consider that the greater the surface area of
the roadway, the more work it would be to clear the ice.

ade.
i

%@;s&% nent nga% ~
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+  Appreciate the improved mowing along the sides of the highway during the last few years.
It helps drivers see deer, deer see vehicles and helps to prevent fires. When mowing, get
the older, larger sage brush as well.

» Across the highway from the Pozzolan rendering plant (LAS 9.9) there are two big hcles
in the deer fence along the northbound side. It looks like someone drove through it.

he sh
i o i

Trip Generating Facilities and Travel Patterns
+ SIAD (six miles northeast of US 395 along A-26, Gamier Road, LAS 28.8) is the largest
employer and it is growing. There are a lot of trucks to SIAD.

+ Residents whose houses are near US 395 are woken up at 5:30 am Mon-Fri when
commuters fo SIAD and the prisons drive past their homes. Also, the prisons are 24-hour
facilities and fraffic occurs during the shift changes,

+  Commuters leaving SIAD for the day accelerate to highway speeds on the county roads,
then they turn onto US 385 and accelerate to above the posted speed limit {o get home
as quickly as possible. This applies te the vanpools, too.

+ CRA-25 (LAS 34.5) and A-26 (LAS 29.8) are the roads that lead to SIAD.

1 While the department currently has processes in place fo detect high wind events and closes the highway
when necessary, there are occasions when trucks may already be in the closure area when the event is triggered,
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> About half of the workers at SIAD are from Washoe County and the other half are from
Lassen County. Commuters from Washoe County approach from the south and tumn
right onto A-26 (LAS 29.8) in the morning and left from A-26 onto US 395 to head back
to the south. Commuters from Lassen County generally come from the north and turn
left in the morning from US 395 onto A-25 (LAS 34.5). During the afternoon commute,

" they turn right onto US 395 from A-25.

«  When I-80 closes, traffic can increase on US 395. If I-80 is closed, some drivers use
SR 70. If I-80 and SR 70 are both closed, drivers use US 395.

» Itis critical that US 395 is not closed by incidents so that people can be transported to
emergency medical care. If there is a serious medical problem, patients in Doyle are
airlifted to hospitals in either Susanville or Reno (which are both equidistant from Doyle).

Suggestions

Expansion
- Widen US 395 to four lanes between SR 70 and SR 36 and install a barrier.

2 Iots of road connections and people living, s highwa
%@?@@ﬁi‘g r S 395's future ﬁ]&] | L

« Install more high wind signs.
-  HAR Flashers

- Are located at SR 36 and SR 70 only.

- Provide some in between too, at Doyle and at the access roads to SIAD. If there is
important highway information, SIAD and FCI employees do not get the information
when an advisory is released during their shift.

o Especially important for wind warnings.
+ Radio stations
- HAR does not work well in some areas since the AM signal is blocked by the hills?.
» Internet service is available, and smartphones get reception, but there is no radio signal.

+ Use signs to warn drivers when there is an unexpected closure on US 385. There is no
warning for drivers when US 395 is closed due to an incident®. Sometimes it takes hours
for traffic to start moving again.

2 The signal rangs is set by the FCC nof to exceed a specified signal strength beyond a coverage radius of 1.9
miles. These types of systems are designed for short range fraveler information only. The depariment is required to
operate within the legal broadcast limit for Traveler Information Stations (TIS), per the FCC (see 47 CFR 90.242).

3 There are currently CMS and HAR systems that warn motorists of elosures fo US 395, with additional fixed
closure signs planned for deployment.
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» Consider providing warning for drivers on US 395 near A-25 (LAS 34.5) and A-26 (LAS
29.8) during heavy commute times, perhaps with warning signs and blinking lights*.

4 Public input for specific locations is welcome for CMS and/or HAR solutions fo wam motorists of closures
at other decision-making points. Input from the public contributes to the District's procedures fo determine strategic
locations.
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SUMMARY OF COMMENTS — JANESVILLE PUBLIC WORKSHOP

THURSDAY, MAY 25, 2017
US 395 Transportation Concept Report

Existing Conditions

Speeds and Passing

«  Since trucks and trailers are limited to 55 mph, it causes backups and poor passing. It is
better if trucks can go 65 mph.

«  On the east coast, trucks can travel at 70 mph.
« |n Nevada, the speed limit is 80 mph on |-80.

» Oregon recently increased the speed limit for trucks. Along US 97 in Oregon, the truck
speed limit is 60 and the vehicular speed limit is 65.

« Other states allow drivers to exceed the posted speed limit while passing. /f is believed
that this was an opinion as System Planning staff was unable to find evidence to
substantiate this claim.

NN e lengthened, égig; 1 | SR
ed number g ficers betw: g the Nevada stéE gilne and Susanville. |
ently repave_ d the Basqi_;x fea (LAS 57. 55,{,;%!19 merge sign at
assing lane I§ Z?’le northijound dirgetion might b ::.; ed too soon. If

;g;; %ﬂ j¢ back ea h there is %i:é%fpass The
ass Hill wa, rtof a ng pmjecz‘ fo comply
guideli %g rovided The lane drop design in CA =§ :

es a Ionge smon hicles ma i time fo merge before théc§§ 5%

...... edioes ol | i

» Heading north from Milford, there are double yellow lines, then it is striped for passing
and there is a slight rise. Some workshop attendees expressed feeling uncomfortable
passing, even though it is striped for passing.

Community Concerns

+ Residents who live close to the highway are concerned about their properties if the
highway is expanded or re-aligned. Caltrans staff commented that a project like re-routing
US 395 or expanding it to four lanes would require a full federal and state environmental
review, including a community impact assessment.

+  People pull out onto US 395 from private driveways. Would prefer a by-pass and to make
US 395 a county road.

« Residents along A3 are opposed to truck traffic along A3 and also opposed to relocating
US 395 onto the existing A3 alignment. They have organized against it in the past.
There is a 65 foot truck limit on A3. Sherwin Williams trucks are within the limit and they
frequently drive along A3.

US 395 North of the SR 36 Junction
+ Standish (LAS 70.1) and Litchfield (LAS 72.9) have lower posted speed limits.
- Traffic volumes are very low past Litchfield, except there are still many trucks to the
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biomass plant on Wendel Road (LAS R76.9).

+ There was recently a ong roadwork ciosure between SR 36 (LAS R61.1) and Standish
(LAS 70.1). Now another long ciosure will happen with a repave project.

Other
+ Consider local road alternatives for detours, to avoid iong closures and delays.
+ Few bikes south of SR 36 or to the north.
+ Emergency vehicles on 395 (high speed chases too).
+ Event and holiday traffic to Reno.

Suggestions
Expansion and Realignment

+ Expand the highway to four lanes because SIAD is expanding and there is increasing
activity and employment.

+ The CHP officer in attendance stated that two lanes should be provided in each direction.
Install a center divider/distance barrier.

i ﬁg- 34?
o ﬁ &E?EEz E‘i i
+ Install more ssgnage notlfylng drivers of passing lane ahead. Thas ¢an help calm people

and they will choose to wait for the passing lane 1o pass.

« Consider lengthening passing lanes because it is challenging for a platoon of vehicles to
pass a truck. If a truck passes in a passing lane section, then there usually is not encugh
remaining distance for any vehicles {o pass after the truck has passed.

+ At Bass Hill (NB: LAS 57.2-57.7 and SB: LAS 58.0-57.4), the passing lanes in both
directions should be lengthened. Drivers get to the end quickly and there is a bottleneck.

* Lengthen the passing lane near Eagle Ranch (LAS 42.0).

+ Below is a table showing locations and lengths of all passing/ fruck climbing lanes along
US 395, for reference:

Table 21 _ Passmg and Truck Cllmbmg Lanes on us 395

LAS 9.0 S 10.1 1.1 Northbound
LAS 11.7 LAS R10.3 1.4 Southbound
LAS 26.6 LAS 27.6 1.0 Northbound
LAS 208 LAS 28.8 1.0 Southbound
LAS 35.1 LAS 36.3 1.2 Northbound
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" Table 21: Passing and Truck Climbing Lanes on US 395

LAS 41.1 LAS 40.2 0.9 Southbound
LAS 45,7 LAS 48.5 0.8 Northbound
LAS 497 LAS 48.8 0.9 Southbound
LAS 54.3 LAS 55.3 1.0 Northbound
LAS 57.2 LAS 87.7 0.5 Northbound
LAS 58.0 LAS 57.3 0.7 Southbound
MQD 4.6 MOD 4.8 0.2 MNorthbound
MOD 4.8 MOD 4.6 0.2 Southbound
Turn Lanes

+ Improve left turns from US 395. Sometimes need to wait on the shoulder on the right side
of the road for the traffic to clear before making a left turn. This applies to connections to
homes and county roads.

+ Right turn fane to the dump is needed (LAS 58.3).

LR

AR

s

lvenon more vehicles

n be Issued unless the

Wildlife

+  Deer are present through Janesville (LAS 52.6-LAS 55.5), A-25 to Milford (LAS 34.5-42.0)
and in the Sage Hen/Smith Reservoir (LAS 133.3-134.3) area. Use “major deer crossing
area ahead” signs like those in Plumas County. Improve existing signage of deer zone in
Sage Hen/Smith Reservoir area. Caltrans regularly receives comments from the public
about deer. The above locations have been noted and included in our regular process fo
evaluate for wildlife crossing activity.

« The sides of the highway should be mowed back to the right of way, and especially to
remove the buck brush.

» |t is difficult to slow down for deer because the drivers behind you are traveling at high
speeds.

Rest Area and Inspection Station

- Many travelers use the facilities at the Honey Lake Rest Area (LAS 49.5). Why will it be
closed this summer? The Honey Lake Rest Area on HWY 395 in Lassen County near
Janesville, CA, will be CLOSED starting at 7:00 AM, May 31, 2017. Closure of the rest
area is necessary in order to transition to the new wastewater system. Both the water and
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wastewater systems will not be functional during this transition. The project is anticipated
fo be completed by July 31, 2017. : :

+ ltis inefficient to stop or slow down most of the vehicles at the agricultural inspection
station (LAS R1.5), when they are usually just waved through. There should be a way for
non-agricultural vehicles to be unaffected by the inspection station.

Other

+ See if SIAD can stagger their start and end times to spread out the commute traffic.
When the state prisons opened, they were required to stagger shift times.

» Need tractor or agricultural vehicle signs. The time of the year with the most agricultural
activity is from April to October.
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SUMMARY OF COMMENTS - SUBMITTED VIA EMAIL OR TELEPHONE
APRIL-JUNE 2017
US 395 Transportation Concept Report

The following is a summary of comments the Office of System Planning received during the public
outreach period for the US 395 TCR.

Nevada State Line to the SR 36 Junction — Existing Conditions
Traffic Volumes, Passing and Speed Differential

« The truck speed limit is only 55 mph and the vehicular speed limit is 65 mph, resulting in
vehicles passing the frucks in the opposing lane and congestion.

+ |If passenger vehicles are exceeding the posted speed limit when approaching trucks, it
causes backups quickly due {o the speed differential.

«  When trucks get to a passing lane, they tend to speed up with the other traffic.

» US 395 seems to be a major truck route, so there are a lot of trucks, which exacerbates
issues stemming from the speed differential.

+  Need enough pas ng Ianes because of spee dlfferenhal

5- h directions should be
e turning onto US 395

|§§ax

% @man r within the passi

{ggggggglggg i‘lvers taﬂga{ and use poé ﬁ%@gn’;&j when passmgj 8o ihes it is necessary to driv
on shoulder or pull over to avoid an oncoming vehicle that is passing.

+ Drivers sometimes pass on a solid yellow line because they get impatient waiting behind
trucks for legal passing opportunities. Sometimes drivers pass, even when there is a
“passing lane ahead sign.”

« Improvements such as passing lanes and highway widening have helped.

+  Some sections with a curve or a hill are striped for passing. Sometimes people not
familiar with the highway pass at these sections. One location is the south end of Long
Valley.

» Many years ago, the local newspaper reported that the state had acquired enough land to
build a 4-lane freeway between Susanville and Reno, to be completed by 2000. Although
traffic volumes have increased significantly over the last couple decades’, the only four-
lane section today is from Hallelujah Junction to Reno.

+ There has been a big increase in traffic between Reno and Susanville over the last ten

years1i.
1 AADT has increased since 1985, but peaked around ihe mid- o late- nineties. Since then, it has decreased
slightly. For example, along Segment 2 (LAS R4.6-29.8), AADT was 3,950 in 1985, 6,200 in 1995, 5,500 in 2005 and
5,800 in 2015.
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Travel Patterns
+ Long-distance, mulii-state, north-south drivers sometimes use US 395 when I-5 is closed.

» For example, travelers originating in the state of Washington used US 395 to get to
Tulare County, California during the 2016-17 winter because I-5 in northern California
was closed.

« Traffic from other highways in the area, such as SR 139, SR 36 and SR 44 all funnel into
US 395, which increases volumes along US 395.

» Reno is a major goods movement hub

o Sherwin Williams — 40 loads per day leave Reno and head north on US 395 through
Lassen County.

- UPS is another company with a lot of trucks along US 395.
* Trucks use County Road A3 (LAS 51.9 to 70.1) as a cutoff to Alturas
+ There has been and continues to be a lot of development in the Reno area.

« Every day many people make the trip between Reno and Susanville for work,
appointments, errands, eic.

e.godoReno every day for medigal,
- B @@?@g@%ﬂ%@%d medical ¢

i

DGR s

. @ié%ﬁéys and Sun:
ind tips: (-

Many vehicles on the road are from Oregon and other parts of northern California.

.

* More traffic in the summer — RVs and people traveling for recreational purposes.

» SIAD is one of FedEx's biggest customers.

»  SIAD will be hiring 500 more people. The current number of employees is 1200-1500,
consisting of both government employees and contractors.

+ There is a lot of temporary work on the base; for example, construction.

« Some commuters from SIAD and FCI Herlong speed along US 395 during their commute
home,

+ Morning and evening traffic noticeably increased? after FCI Herlong was built and SIAD
employment increased.

2 Actually, peak hour volumes are at the lowest they have been for at least 15 years. Construction started at FCI
Herlong in 2002 and SIAD missions and employment increased in 2005 and 2007, respectively. Af Hallelujah Junction
(LAS 4.6), peak hour in both directions was 831 (2000), 909 (2003), 640 (2010} and 606 (2015). At Standish Road
(LLAS 51.87, B), peak hour in both directions was 760 (2004}, 622 (2005), 689 (2010} and 575 (2015). (The reason for
seemingly random years reported in this footnote is due fo limited availabilily of data).
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Park and Rides near Janesvilie?

» There is vandalism and other security concerns at the park and ride in Janesville (LAS
52.6). Many commuters choose to park in the Chevron lot instead because they feel like
their vehicles are more secure.

« There is discussion about putting a park and ride at the A3/US 395 junction (LAS 51.9),
but there is no business there at all and therefore less security for vehicles.

Wildlife

«  Wildlife near the highway have included deer, antelope, mountain lion, raccoons, bear,
beavers, badgers, coyotes, hawks, owls and other small animals.

+ Deer can be present at any location along US 395, but particularly from Chevron to
Church Street (LAS 52.6-54.1).

« Another area where deer seem to be present in the areas near US 385 passing lanes.
One example is near the Bass Hill Wildlife Area (LAS 55.0-59.0). Calfrans regularly
receives comments from the public about deer. Locations identified by the public have
been nofed and mcluded in our regular process to evaluate for w:!dhfe crossmg activity.

VRS

i

way. You can see the
Jeer fencm$ ; ed near Hallelujah dunﬁﬁf&m (L .8), near the passing
Ianes south of Milford (LLAS 40, 6) and near Red Rock Road (LAS 14.3).

$.§

Other
+ There are limited opportunities for bicyclists and equestrians to cross US 395.

+ When the sun is setting to the west, it is difficult to see southbound cars when pulling out
from Church Street (LAS 54.1) or Sears Road (LAS 53.1) onto the highway.

Nevada State Line to the SR 36 Junction — Suggestions

Capacity

+  Expand US 395 from SR 70 to SR 36 to four lanes. The number of semis and personal
traffic should warrant an upgrade. Median widths would not need to be as wide as the
four-lane section south of Hallelujah junction.

« The section of US 395 in southern California between Bishop and Lancaster improved
when it was expanded fo four lanes.

+ . Community members living adjacent to US 395 in the Milford area have expressed

3 Local agencies are the responsible parties for park and rides and then partner with Caltrans for right-of-way
and encroachment permits.
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concern over losing homes/ property if US 395 is expanded to four lanes.

Need four lanes between Reno and Susanville, regardless of what adjacent property
owners want.

Even though money is tight, expanding to four lanes should be a priority.

Keep the highway two lanes and do not expand to four lanes. Instead add passing lanes
and left turn lanes between Susanville and the Nevada state line.

Traffic volumes do not justify expansion, and expansion wauld encourage more traffic.
More traffic could impact air quality, noise and wildlife.

At least, there should be alternating passing lanes every two miles in each direction, so
slower traffic {semis, personal vehicles towing trailers, etc.) can be passed.

Re-align highway along the east side of Honey Lake. The shorter distance would save
time, fuel and maintenance expenses. If this not possible, then make Susanvilie to
Herlong four lanes.

@ > mph in order to help,
) ;g;,trafﬁc due to/driy
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Susanville to Alturas

In the Litchfield area, when turning left off the highway, drivers approaching from behind
travel at high speeds and try passing on the right side, even though there is no passing
lane or shoulder. Consider extending the solid yellow line from LAS 73.4 to LAS 74.0.

Consider deepening the Susan River under the Old Bridge (LAS 72.3). There was
recently a fire nearby and fire fighters had to bring water all the way from Honey Lake. If
the river channel were deepened, it could provide a closer source for firefighting purposes
and it might improve flood control during the winter months.

Improve condition and maintenance of the Secret Valley Rest Area (LAS 96.5).
Human waste along the route near Likely (MOD 3.2).

Sage Hen Summit (LAS 133.3)

s Travel lane is narrow and needs to be wider with paved shoulders.

o Culvert pipes extend out beyond the sides of the highway.

Widen the lanes and shoulders along the section between Alturas and the SR 299
junction (MOD 23.3-40.6).
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Alturas

Along the southern approach into town, provide more warning for drivers to slow down
to the reduced speed through town. The county has a proposed project to install a radar
feedback sign on the south end of town.

There are 30 second delays at 4th, 8th and 10th Streets during lunch time, school
start, lunch break, and end or at 5:00 PM. Recently the Alturas Planning Commission
expressed concerns and the need for a traffic signal at 8th and US 395 (at the high
school).

The public has expressed to the MCTC their interest in Main Street traffic calming in
Alturas. Some traffic calming suggestions include thermoplastic crosswalk application
(like Trinity County), bicycle buffer and bicycle lanes.

The public ha