County of Lassen

DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORK

LARRY MILLAR Director

Public Works/ReoadfTransportation 707 Mevada Sfreet, Suite 4
County Engineer Susanville, CA 88130
25 Sus Ranch

B 530) 251-8288

2019/195 FAX: {530} 281-2675
July 12, 2019
TO: Board of Supervisors
FROM: Department of Public Works
RE: Grant Application to Sierra Nevada Conservancy to consider possible
acquisition of additional easements adjacent to County Road A-21 to
allow for the continuation of the Bizz Johnson Tralil to the intersection
of County Road A-21 and Highway 36.
RECOMMENDATIONS

Adopt a resolution, approving the application for grant funds for the Sierra

Nevada Watershed Improvement Program Strategic Land Conservation Grant |
Program 2019, to consider possible acquisition of additional easements adjacent |
to County Road A-21 to allow for the continuation of the Bizz Johnson Trail to the

intersection of County Road A-21 and Highway 36.

DISCUSSION

This department submitted a pre-application to the Sierra Nevada Conservancy's
Watershed Improvement Program Strategic Land Conservation Grant Program to
determine the feasibility of acquiring additional easements parallel to County
Road A-21 from adjacent private land managed by W.M Beaty and Associates
(Beaty).

Interest in granting additional easements has been expressed by Beaty and their
clients. The additional easements would allow for a grade separated, natural
surface, corridor along A-21 from Bizz Johnson Trail Head — Mason Station to
the intersection of A-21 and Highway 36. Currently the connectivity between the
Mason Station Trail Head and Westwood is via A-21 which does not have a bike
lane and has limited shoulder width. The grade separated trail would provide a
safer route that is similar to the existing natural surface of the Bizz Johnson Trail.
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The grant funding if awarded would be used to: 1) Map the existing easement; 2)
Define location and dimensions of proposed additional easement; 3) Appraise o
value of proposed additional easement for potential future acquisition. -

The Lassen County General Plan - 2000 states the following:

The Recreation Resources Element of the General Plan States:

GOAL N-18: An expanded range of outdoor recreation resources,
facilities and opportunities.

NR65 POLICY: The County encourages the development of public
recreation facilities subject to the determination of appropriateness
and adequacy of specific sites and the mitigation of major land use
conflicts and/or significant environmental impacts.

The Open Space Element of the General Plan States:

GOAL 0O-4: To encourage the establishment and maintenance of
open space areas for outdoor recreation, including recreational
trails, and, when appropriate, the development of related
recreational facilities.

0811 POLICY: The County supports the development of trails and
bicycle routes and the integration of those trails and routes into
regional and state systems provided that such uses are planned
and developed with the cooperation and agreement of adjacent
land owners and affected agencies, utilize public right-of-ways and
negotiated easements, satisfactorily mitigate potential trespass and .
liability issues to the satisfaction of affected private property
owners, resolve potential resource management conflicts with
affected agricultural and timber production land uses, and must
have resolved the legal question as to who has the reversionary
interest in the property.

0S13: The County supports utilization trails within public right-of-
ways where those right-of-ways can serve as part of interconnected
trail systems (e.g., public highway corridors and abandoned railroad
grades.)

Implementation Measures:
OS-F The County will work with other agencies, interest groups,

and affected property owners in the consideration of trail
master plans, trail routes and trail oriented recreational uses
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and in consideration of the feasibility of integrating trail routs
in Lassen County with other routes in the region.

0S15 POLICY: The County does not favor the acquisition or taking
of private property for public access across private lands for public
recreation purposes unless development of the access is approved
by and acceptable to the property owner.

Lassen County Bikeway Master Plan 1999 states the following:

Proposed System Development:

Off Street Bikeways — Where feasible, Class | bike paths on grade
separated rights-of-way should be implemented. These bikeways provide a
higher degrees of safety and recreational benefit that bikeways located on
streets. They can also become linear parks, adding to the range of amenities for
local communities. In many areas of Lassen County, the cost of constructing off-
street bikeways may be competitive with that for on street facilities due to
physical characteristics of the existing roadway system.

Comprehensive Economic Development Strateqy 2012 states the following:

4.2 Goai Setting
Visitor-Serving Market — GOAL: Magnet to Draw Visitors

¢ Aspirational Goal: One of the Top 15 Mountain Biking
Destination in the US.

+ Draw visitors and strengthen tourism and recreational
activities.

e« Comprehensive trail system.

¢ Bicycling facilities, trails, promoticns.

« Effective management and preservation of natural
resources to enable continued use by residents and
visitors.

Attracting Visitors Priority 1 Action — Package and Promote

s Bike Trails — Bike trails and the cutdoors are Lassen
County’s strongest asset and best icons for attracting
visitors. To reach the aspirational goal of one of the Top 15
Mountain Biking trails in the US, continuous development
must occur to improve, extend, and enhance the experience
for avid mountain bikers to earn such a reputation.

ALTERNATIVE: Not Approve.
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FINANCIAL IMPACT: Positive revenue, some of which may be used to offset
staff time.

OTHER AGENCY INVOLVEMENT: Sierrg Nevada Conservancy.

DEPARTMENT APPROVA: ot @( CH / ,1:'.:
REVIEWED FOR AGENDA:
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RESOLUTION No.

A resolution approving the application for grant funds for the Sierra Nevada Watershed
Improvement Program Strategic Land Conservation Grant Program 2019 under the California
Drought, Water, Parks, Climate, Coastal Protection, and Qutdoor Access For All Act of 2018

WHEREAS, the Legislature and Governor of the State of California have provided Funds for the
program shown above; and

WHEREAS, the Sierra Nevada Conservancy (SNC) has been delegated the responsibility for
the administration of a portion of these funds through a local assistance grants program,
establishing necessary procedures; and

WHEREAS, said procedures established by the Sierra Nevada Conservancy require a
resolution certifying the approval of application(s) by the Applicant’s governing board before
submission of said application(s) to the SNC; and

WHEREAS, the Applicant, if selected, will enter into an agreement with the SNC to carry out the
project; and

WHEREAS, the County has identified the Bizz Johnson Extension Project as valuable toward
meeting its mission and goals.

BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED by the Board of Supervisors of the County of Lassen, State of
California, that this Board:

Approves the submittal of an application for the Bizz Johnson Extension Project; and

Certifies that Applicant understands the assurances and certification requirements in the
application; and

Certifies that Applicant or title holder will have sufficient funds to operate and maintain the
resource(s) consistent with the long-term benefits described in support of the application; or will
secure the resources to do so; and

Certifies that Applicant will comply with all legal requirements as determined during the
application process; and

Appoints the Director of Public Works/Transportation, or designee, as agent to conduct all
negotiations, execute and submit ail documents, including but not limited to: applications,
agreements, payment requests, and so on, which may be necessary for the completion of the
aforementioned project(s).

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board of Supervisors of the County of Lassen does
hereby authorize Director of Public Works/Transportation to sign any documents required to
apply for and accept these subject funds on behalf of the County of Lassen.

The foregoing Resolution was duly adopted at a regular meeting of the Board of Supervisors

of the County of Lassen, State of California held in Susanvilie on the 23™ day of July, 2019,
by the following vote:
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AYES:

NOES:
ABSENT:
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
COUNTY OF LASSEN, STATE OF CALIFORNIA
ATTEST:
JULIE BUSTAMANTE

Clerk of the Board

BY:
MICHELE YDERRAGA, Deputy Clerk of the Board

I, MICHELE YDERRAGA, Deputy Clerk of the Board of the Board of Supervisors, County of Lassen, do

hereby certify that the foregoing resolution was adopted by the said Board of Supervisors at a regular
meeting thereof held on the 23 day of July, 2019.

Deputy Clerk of the County of Lassen
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