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v } Zoning & Building
TO: Board of Supervisors Inspestin Requests
Agenda Date: November 19, 2019 Phone: 530257-5263

FROM: Maurice L. Anderson, Director ‘/ /

SUBJECT:  The proposed ordinance repeals and replaces Lassen County Code section
3.18.020 (Planning Department fees), adds section 3.18.130 (Surveyor fees) and
repeals and replaces section 3.18.100 (Waiver or Refund of Fees). File 335.09

ACTION REQUESTED:

1. Receive report regarding proposed fees presented to the Budget Committee on August
26,2019; and

2. Conduct a public hearing; and
3. Introduce the ordinance and read (or waive).

At the November 12, 2019, public hearing considering the above referenced ordinance to amend
Planning fees, Surveyor fees and the waiver/refund of fees, the Board asked the Department to
return with information regarding the cost to submit a typical building permit application for a
newly constructed single family residence. As stated in the staff report for the November 12,
2019, hearing, the proposed ordinance does not propose any changes to any building permit
application fee. However, the Board determined that information regarding the typical

permitting costs to construct a new residence may be beneficial for the consideration of this
proposed ordinance.

A mock building permit application, showing “typical” permitting costs for a single family
residence, is attached. Said permit shows a total Lassen County permitting cost of $4,067.55 for
the residence listed. This cost includes the required building plan check and all inspections
(including sprinkler). The fee was calculated for a 2,000 square foot residence with a 680 square
foot garage, deck, well and onsite sewage disposal. While the above is provided as a “typical”
building permit fee, in reality there can be big difference in cost, even for a residence of the same
size, depending on the construction. This fee does not include any applicable school and fire
fees (see tables below for costs by district).

Fire fees in Lassen County are summarized in the following table, showing the cost for the above
“typical” residence:



Board of Supervisors
Agenda Date: November 19, 2019
Page 2 of 4

Fire District Fee per Square Foot. These | Total fire district fee for the
Jees also apply to any example residence (2,000 sq.
additions adding to the ft. with 680 sq. ft. garage)
Jootprint of the building
(applies to all living and
garage space)

Doyle $0.75 (same cost with or $2,010.00
without sprinklers installed)

Herlong $0.69 (same cost with or $1,843.20
without sprinklers installed)

Janesville $0.59 (same cost with or $1,581.20
without sprinklers installed)

Milford $0.33 (fee is with sprinklers) | $884.40

Spalding $0.83 (same cost with or $2,224.40
without sprinklers installed)

Standish $0.33 (fee is with sprinklers) | $884.40

Susan River $0.29 (fee is with sprinklers) | $777.20

NOTE: The above is a summary only.

Information regarding fire fees should be directed to the pertinent fire
district. Lassen County does not have any control over these fees.

The following table summarizes school fees:

School District Fee per Square Foot of Total school district fee for
residential living space. the example residence
These fees also apply to any | (2,000 sq. ft. with 680 sq. ft.
additions adding over 500 garage)
square feet to the footprint of
the building (applies to all
living space — garage space is
not considered).
Fort Sage 100 percent of $2.97 per $5,940
square foot
Westwood 100 percent of $2.97 per $5,940
square foot
Janesville 65 percent of $3.79 per $4,927
square foot
Johnstonville 65 percent of $3.20 per $4,160
square foot
Lassen High School 35 percent of $3.79 per $2,653
square foot
Ravendale/Termo 65 percent of $2.63 per $3,419
square foot
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Richmond 65 percent of $3.79 per $4.927
square foot
Schaffer 65 percent of $2.97 per $3,861
square foot
Susanville 65 percent of $3.48 per $4,524
square foot

NOTE: 1. Commercial school fees are not shown, but are significantly lower. 2. Areas within the jurisdiction of the
Lassen High School must pay the High School and Elementary school fee. 3. The above is a summary only.

Information regarding school fees should be directed to the pertinent school district. Lassen County does not have
any control over these fees.

Using the example provided above to calculate Lassen County’s building permit costs,
construction of a 2,000 square foot residence with a 680 square foot garage, deck, well and

onsite sewage disposal, located in the Susan River Fire Protection District and Susanville School
District, would cost:

Lassen County, building permit fee; plan check and inspections: ~ $4,067.55

Susan River Fire Protection District, fire fees: $777.20
Susanville School District, school fees: $4,524.00
Lassen High School, school fees: $2,653.00

TOTAL: $12,021.75

As directed, staff contacted adjoining jurisdictions regarding their permit fee for a similar
residence, and was provided the following estimates. As shown, some jurisdictions listed below
have not yet provided estimates. Also, please note that staff did not contact fire and school
districts in these jurisdictions, so the estimates do not include school and fire fees (e.g. this is the
building permit fee only). Staff will update this list at the November 19, 2019, Board meeting to
include any jurisdictions that may report on building permit fees prior to said Board meeting:

e Shasta County - $4,701.28
e Plumas County - $5,689.55
e Modoc County - $

e Sierra County - $

¢ Butte County - $

e Tehama County - $4,587.93

Summary:

As stated, the building permit fees discussed herein do not apply to the proposed ordinance. Ata
future Board date, the Department intends to present an ordinance proposing to amend building
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fees (Lassen County Code section 3.18.090). Any changes that may be proposed at that time are
expected to be minor, as, for the most part, building permit costs have kept pace with inflation.
However, some minor modification of specific permit types may be recommended following the
Department’s review of the building fee ordinance. It is anticipated that a report will be
provided to the Budget Committee by February 2020, with a report to the Board to follow.

The only permit fees included in the proposed ordinance are planning and surveyor fees. Again,
these are applications that Lassen County is required to process in accordance with State law or

County ordinance. Unlike building fees, it has been about 30 years since planning fees have
been raised.

A copy of the ordinance presented on November 12, 2019, is attached. Please note that the
Department recommends a small change to the class 1 use permit (page 2 of the proposed
ordinance; section 3.18.020). Specifically, it is recommended that the “Details” for a class 1 use
permit include the statement “or as specifically indicated.” This will provide authority for the
Board to designate use permits as class 1, if it so chooses (as opposed to a class 2 or 3 which cost
more and may not be appropriate for all applications).

MLA:gfn

Enclosures:
s/pla/admin/files/335.09/Board letter



LASSEN COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND BUILDING SERVICES
707 Nevada Street, Suite 5 Susanville, CA 96130

(530) 251-8269 - www.co.lassen.ca.us

PERMIT No.: EST19-0012

INSPECTION REQUESTS: OCCUPANCY SQ.FEET |BUILDING VALUE
£ 27 LAND feoTisted) GARAGE - VB £60.00 §32,844.00
3, ASSESSORPARCELNUMBER: I OLO ASSESSOR PARCEL NUMBER: lPMCELSIlE: =5 Va AESIDENTIAL ONE
T 000-000-00 -3 < 3 200000 §242,480.00
= “JoBAvDRESS: AND TWO-FAMILY
Q _Sheilf Cady Lane, UNKNOWN UNCOVERED DECK 360.00 $6,946.00
S “owner: TELEPHONE Haz
— Counly of Lassen
$284,270.00
S “iwun aoress: TOTAL VALUATION ;
= Document Scanning Fee §28.45
U "CONTRACTOR: UCENSEHo:
fn * Sprnkler Value $125.25
-
m MAIUNG ADDRESS: , TELEPHONE N3t CASp Fee $4.00
: SMIP Residenlial $36.96
DEEOREFERENCE:  BOOK: PAGE: YEAR: oocs: i bBuilding Permil Fee $2,029.75
20MING: FLOODZOKE Plan Check Fee $1,319.34
SETBACKS:  FRONT: REAR: SIDE: v CcA Standards Fee $12.00
TYPE OF WORK: [cCeuny Use Onty) " i -
(Speclly Bulding, I necessary) Eslimale of building permil fees Seplic System Permil Fee $50,00
Well Permil Fee $50.00
SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS:
TOTAL BUILDING FEES $3,655.75
| ToraL ] = . PLUMBING # FEE TOTAL FEE(s)
EXISTIG HOMES I l Plumbing Permil Fee §34.00
o
’% ATTACH COPY OF | DATE RECEIVED I FILE NUMBER | NIA I INITIALS TOTAL PLUMBING PERMIT FEES $94.00 2
pull !
QO OTHER 15}
::E ELECTRICAL FEE TOTAL FEE(s) l;_?_'
G Eek IElcclﬁcal Fee Based on SQFT $156.00| &
m m
o o Signzturor |Etectrical Service Panel $100.00|
= =
= OTHER APPROVALS REQUIRED | DATE RECEIVED NIA INITIALS TOTAL ELECTRICAL PERMIT FEES $256.00 [
BUILDING DEPARTMENT X 1111212019
MECHANICAL FEE TOTAL FEE(s)
PLANNING DEPARTMENT X 11/12/12019
M Permil Fee §61.80
OTAL MECHANICAL PERMIT FEES $61.80
ANTENNA RECEPTION SUPERVISORIALDIST.Ho. || TOTAL MECHA RIIT
a Ye a u O ustaown MANUFACTURED HOMES
FANUFACTURER: MODEL:
PLAN CHECK DEPOSIT: RECEIPT KO NEAR: SIZE: SHOWLOAD:
Amountoue:  _S4,067.55 DATE PAD: DATEISSUED: ALUE:
awul
PAYMENT TYPE: REF. NUMBER: RECEIPT HUMBER:
MANUFACTURED HOME PERIIT FEE
Slalf Sigasttor
HCD 433A FILING FEE
TOTAL PERMIT FEES $4,067.55
NOTICE ,
EXPIRATION: Evory permit Issued by the Bullcing Olficlal, under the provisions of tho Cods, shall LICENSED CONTRACTOR DECLARATION
oxplre by limllallon and bacome null and vold If tho bulding work aulhodzed by such penmitis nol
commenced wilhin ono year from tho dale of such permll, or al any Umo sald bulding or work Is [ 1amacCatifomia Stale Licensed Contractor, Lic, nr. Usclass Inltlals: .
suspended or abandonad for a peried of one yoar. Work shall bo consldered “abandoned™ or “not
commencad™ Il the project has nol had and passed ono of tha Inspaclions requlred [n the most 8 c
cumant edillon of tho Califomla Codes (Tillo 24). Bofora such work can be recommenced, a permil QUUER-BUILOER OECLARATION
ronowal shall firsl be oblalnad to do so. Tho foe therafor shall bo ona-hall of tho amount required for [ ! herody alfirm thal I am oxempt from tho Conlractors Usensing Law for the following
a m}w bullding pf’m\n loll:su;h \rrk. prnvld;g nudchanagsg?v:}:mnn mado orwil bomadalntho raasons:
origlnal plans and specificalion lor such work; and provided further thal such suspenslon or la {tho poped; 1 ah < as thelr solo
abandenment has not oxceodad two years and Lho propery Is under tho same ownership as when [ :asowneroiliho prope, y,_orrny Qmployaas yalwago,
tho permil was Issued. In order lo renow a permit which has been oxplred two years or ngmn. the ::{:pgfgtg:&w%g:)mn ok andho suctualsnaIntended o ffored (et
pormiiico shall pay a now full parmil feo (LCC 12.24.075 [c] ). And s00 LASSEN COUNTY PERMIT ( 0 . a
> RENEWAL POLICY. . o
B (m] 1, as owner of tho proporty, am oxclusively contracing wilh licensed =
-0 |Any permilleo holding an unoxplred permil may apply for an oxlenslon of tho Ume wilhin which work conlraclors to construcl tha project. =
= |may commonco under thal pemit when tho pormiitea Is unablo to commenca or contnuo work §
Q |wiiNa tho ono year perdod. Tho Bullding Olficlal may oxtond tho limo for action by tho permiitas for
; a perod nol exceeding ono yoar, on wrillen requost by applicant mado priorlo tho ol the 2
5 penmit. No permlt shall bo extended moro than once (LCC 12.24,075 (o]). Owner, Conlraclor, or Authorized Agenl Dite g
Q
2 OO S—— & & . : 8
2 {hereby cenliythat | haverend Snd examined this g P”“""“ﬂ"lflk"z";rmf;v"‘"‘l‘,': belrue | - certity under penally thatIn tho of thowotk for which hls permit s Issued, | | =
m :ampﬂcdwilh, \;hclhcrspcncl:d.;rnnl.m:gr:nllgg ofa p:lmll dcy:gs not presume l% glve shallnulomuploy any person|n any mann:rso_as lobecomo subjacl lo tho Workman's ;
m [authority to violate or cancel the provislons of any other Stale or Local Law or Code Compensalion Laws of "‘? Stato of Califomla- m
@ orthep of [0 7amherowilh fiEng a Cerlificalo of Workman's Compensallon Insurance, Issugd by an m
InYe agree to save, Indemnify, and keep harmiess the Counly of Lassen agalnst llabliltles, ;dﬂ":l‘,l::::mm' ora Cenlfcalo of Cansentlo Self-Insus, Issued by tho Dlreclor of Public
Judgements, cosls, and expenses which may In any way accrue against sald Counly In y N i
conscquence of the granling of this permit. w [o] N (o]
Sianature of pife: Number: Explaton Date:
1 horeby make applicatlon for permil fo oxacule the work as outlned heraon, and described In tho
accompanying plans, drawings, and specificallons which aro made a part thereol, It [s understood
that this apptication Is also mado subject to all pravislons of Federal, Stalo, and Counly Ordinancos
applicable therelo.
Signalure of Owner or Aulhorized Ageal:
Dale:

_5-



ORDINANCE NO.

Ordinance revising Lassen County Code Section 3.18.020 (Planning Department Fees),
adding Section 3.18.130 (Surveyor Fees) and revising Section 3.18.100 (Waiver or
Refund of Fees).

The following ordinance, consisting of nine sections, was duly and regularly passed and
adopted by the Board of Supervisors of the County of Lassen, State of California, at a
regular meeting of the Board of Supervisors held on the __ th day of
20__, by the following vote:

b

AYES:

NOES:

ABSTAIN:

ABSENT:

Chairman of the Board of Supervisors,
County of Lassen, State of California

Attest: JULIE BUSTAMANTE
Clerk of the Board

By:

MICHELE YDERRAGA, Deputy Clerk of the Board

I, MICHELE YDERRAGA, Deputy Clerk of the Board of the Board of Supervisors,
County of Lassen, do hereby certify that the foregoing ordinance was adopted by the said
Board of Supervisors at a regular meeting thereof held on the th day of

, 20

Deputy Clerk of the County of Lassen Board of Supervisors
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THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE
COUNTY OF LASSEN ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION ONE: This ordinance shall take effect thirty (30) days after its
passage, and before the expiration of fifteen (15) days after its passage a summary shall
be published with the names of the members voting for and against the same, once ina
local newspaper of the County of Lassen, State of California.

SECTION TWO: The County of Lassen provides certain services which primarily
benefit individual property owners. Applications are required for said services as
authorized or required by the Police Powers of the State Constitution (Article 11, section
7), by various State Statutes and Regulations, and other applicable requirements.

SECTION THREE: The County Department of Planning and Building Services
has calculated an average cost for providing these services and determined that certain
fees, rates and charges must be adjusted to an amount reasonably necessary to recover a
portion of the County’s cost of providing said services or products.

SECTION FOUR: The County Department of Planning and Building Services

presented its analysis and calculations to the Budget Committee at its August 26, 2019
meeting.

SECTION FIVE: The Board of Supervisors finds that it is in the public interest
for the County to continue to provide these services, that the proposed fees, rates and
charges represent the reasonable cost of providing the services, and thus such fees, rates

and charges comply with all legal requirements of section 66014 of the California
Government Code.

SECTION SIX: Section 3.18.020 of the Lassen County Code is hereby repealed
and replaced with the following:

3.18.020 Planning Fees

a) Planning fees shall be as follows (these fees do not include applicable fees
charged by other County Departments):

APPLICATION | FEE DETAILS

Use Permit, Class 1 $742 Includes signs and single family residential structures or as
specifically indicated.

Use Permit, Class 2 $1,350 | All other uses requiring a use permit which are not classified as
aClass 1 or a Class 3.

Use Permit, Class 3 $1,350 | Includes: A. power projects: to be applied to use permit

applications for proposed production projects to generate
electrical power for private or public utility uses, as well as
exploratory and production wells; or otherwise to supply an




Ordinance No.
Page 3

energy resource by any means for sale or use other than use
strictly by the applicant. Also applies to transmission facilities
including power lines and pipelines.

B. Projects in which a major component of the operation is the
handling or disposal of solid or hazardous wastes, or the
handling of hazardous or toxic materials.

C. Cannabis dispensary and testing use permit application
pursuant to section 18.108.045 and 18.108.046.

In addition to the application fee the cost also includes either:
(1) A preparation charge based on actual cost (time and
materials) exceeding the application fee if the document is
prepared and/or reviewed by county staff; or (2) An
administration fee equal to ten percent of the total contract
costs if the document is prepared under contract to the county.

Subdivision

$1,750

Plus
$56 per
lot

Five or more parcels.

Parcel Map

$1,600

Four or fewer parcels, not including any remainder.

Lot Line
Adjustment/Merger

$500

Four or fewer existing adjoining parcels.

Rezone

$1,350

Agricultural Preserve
Contract

$1,350

Initial Study, Class I

$2,000

A Class I negative declaration (ND) results from a routine
initial study in which no or few mitigation measures are
applied.

Initial Study, Class II

$2,000

A Class II ND results from an initial study process that
identifies potential significant mitigation measures. An initial
study process that results in a determination that an
Environmental Impact Report is required is also a Class II
initial study.

The upgrading of an initial study from a Class I to a Class II is
to be determined by the planning director during the
environmental review process.

In addition to the application fee the cost also includes either:
(1) A preparation charge based on actual cost (time and
materials) exceeding the application fee if the document is
prepared and/or reviewed by county staff; or (2) An
administration fee equal to ten percent of the total contract
costs if the document is prepared under contract to the county.

Preliminary Review

$500

Appeal to Planning
Commission

$500

Appeal to Board of
Supervisors

$500
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Design Review $130

Variance, Zoning $1,350

Variance, Fire Safe $571

Planned Development $1,750 | Inaddition to the application fee the cost also includes either:
(1) A preparation charge based on actual cost (time and
materials) exceeding the application fee if the document is
prepared and/or reviewed by county staff; or (2) An
administration fee equal to ten percent of the total contract
costs if the document is prepared under contract to the county.

General Plan $1,750 | Inaddition to the application fee the cost also includes either:

Amendment (1) A preparation charge based on actual cost (time and
materials) exceeding the application fee if the document is
prepared and/or reviewed by county staff; or (2) An
administration fee equal to ten percent of the total contract
costs if the document is prepared under contract to the county.

Environmental Impact $2,619 | Inaddition to the application fee the cost also includes either:

Report (1) A preparation charge based on actual cost (time and
materials) exceeding the application fee if the document is
prepared and/or reviewed by county staff; or (2) An
administration fee equal to ten percent of the total contract
costs if the document is prepared under contract to the county.

Specific Plan $2,619 | Inaddition to the application fee the cost also includes either:
(1) A preparation charge based on actual cost (time and
materials) exceeding the application fee if the document is
prepared and/or reviewed by county staff; or (2) An
administration fee equal to ten percent of the total contract
costs if the document is prepared under contract to the county.

Certificate of $130

Conditional Use

Notice of Exemption $500 Pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act.

Authorization to $200

Operate

Hemp Authorization To | $200

Operate

Groundwater $500 Agricultural use or domestic service with one connection

Exportation (1)

Groundwater $1,350 | Domestic service with two or more connections

Exportation (2)

Appeal to Hearing $500 Pursuant to Title 12 or Chapter 1.18

Officer

Extension Request $238

b) A funding agreement between Lassen County and the Applicant is required if an
outside consultant will be utilized in any capacity (to prepare the document or
provide third party review of any document prepared by the applicant’s

consultant). Until said contract is executed between the applicant and the County

and also until a separate contract is executed between Lassen County and the
selected consultant, any timelines associated with the project shall be suspended.
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The Planning and Building Services Department Director shall be responsible for
the selection of any consultant.

SECTION SEVEN: Add Section 3.18.130 to the Lassen County Code, to read as

follows:

3.18.130 Surveyor Fees

a)

b)

County Surveyor fees shall be as follows:

1) Record of Survey Review $300
ii) Parcel Map Review $400
iii) Subdivision (Final Map) Review $500
iv) Lot Line Adjustment/Merger Review $250
v) Certificate of Compliance $600

If, during review of a certificate of compliance application, it is determined that
the subject property complies with the provisions of Title 16 and the Subdivision
Map Act, the Lassen County Surveyor shall cause a certificate of compliance to
be recorded in accordance with said Title and Act, and the Planning Director shall
cause $300 of the application fee described in subsection “a” to be refunded to the

applicant since it is not necessary to establish conditions for the certificate of
compliance.

SECTION EIGHT: Section 3.18.100 of the Lassen County Code is hereby

repealed and replaced with the following:

3.18.100 Waiver or Refund of Fees

a)

b)

The board of supervisors may waive or refund any fee paid to the county upon
presentation of evidence that an exceptional circumstance exists. Whenever a
person believes that such exceptional circumstances exist, he/she may file a
written application with the board of supervisors for a waiver or refund of fees. A
department head may file such application on behalf of such person.

1. Fees which are erroneously collected by a department may be
refunded without board of supervisors approval regardless of
amount and without the requirement that a written request by the
original applicant be submitted requesting a refund.

Notwithstanding section 3.18.100(a), a department head may authorize a refund
of a fee paid to the department under their authority, upon receipt of a written

request by the original applicant, received not later than one year after the date of
fee payment.

1. When refund of a fee is authorized by a department head, the
authorized amount of the refund shall be based upon all costs

-10-
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incurred by the county including fees paid or owed to be paid to a
county vendor.

ii. A department head shall not authorize a refund when the fee was
paid is related to a violation or appeal or following the
department’s recommendation for a decision to be made on an
application.

lii. A refund in excess of the department head’s purchasing authority
must be approved by the Board of Supervisors prior to payment.

SECTION NINE: If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, or phase of this
ordinance is for any reason held to be unconstitutional and invalid, such decision shall
not affect the validity of the remaining portion of this ordinance. The Board of
Supervisors hereby declares that it would have passed this ordinance and every section,
subsection, sentence, clause or phrase thereof, irrespective of the fact any one or more

sections, subsections, sentences, clauses or phrases be declared unconstitutional or
invalid.

s/pla/admin/files/335.09/Board adoption
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